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THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE:

HALF-BLOOD COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
PURSUANT TO THE INDIAN REORGANIZATION ACT
May 11, 2007

On June 30, 2006 the Tejon Indian Tribe filed a Request for Confirmation of Status which included
a discussion concerning the eligibility of the Tribe's half-blood members to organize under the Indian
Reorganization Act. The half-blood organization process allows a group of Indians of one-half or more
Indian blood 1o acquire trust land (25 U.S.C. §§ 465, 467, 479) and adopt an IRA constitution (see 25 US.C.
§ 476 and 25 CF.R. Part 81). For ease of reference, we have set forth below the relevant pomons of the
Indian Reorganization Act, and following that, the action steps inherent in the half-blood reorganization
process.

INDIAN REORGANIZATION ACT - HALF BLOOD COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
(25 US.C. §§ 465, 467, 479, and 467)

§ 479 “The term ‘Indfan as used in this Act shall include ... all persons of one-half or more Indian
blood.”
“The term “tribe’” wherever used in this Act shall be construed 1o referto ... the Indians residing
on one reservation.”

§ 465 “The Secretary of the Interior is authorized ... to acquire ... any interest in lands ... for the purpose
of providing land for Jndians.”

§ 467 “The Secretary of the Interior is hereby authe rized 10 proclaim new reservations on lands acquired
pursuant to any authority conferred by this Act....”

§ 476 Any Indian tribe shall have the right to organize for its common welfare, and may adopt an
appropriate constitution and bylaws ... .
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STEPS REQUIRED FOR ORGANIZATION OF HALF-BLOOD INDIANS

STEP 1

The Deparument of the Interior confirms that the
Tejon tribal members seeking to organize are one-half
or more ndian blood.

STEP2

STEP 4

Afrer land is acquired in trust, half-blood Tejon
members submit a petition to the Departmem

requesting that the Secretary call an election ro “

Tejon members of one-half or more Indian blood
submit a fee-to-trust application pursvant to
25 US.C. § 465 and request that the parcel be declared
a reservation for the half-blood Indians pursuant to
25 US.C. § 467,

ey |

The Department of the Interior acquires land in trust
for the half-blood Tejon members pursuant 1o

adopt a constitution and by-laws. The Petition must
be signed by 60% of the adult half-blood Indians.
25 CFR. § 81.5(b).

STEPS

Interior provides ar least 30 days (but not more than | |

60 days) prior notice of the election.

25 CFR. §81.14. Authorization from Interior to
hold an election to adopt a constitution must be
acted on within 90 days from the date of 1ssuance
from the Secretary. 25 CFR. § 81.5(f).

STEPS

25 US.C. § 465 and may declare that parcel to be a
reservation pursuant to § 467.

STEP6

One BIA official and rwo tribal representatives must
form an election board to conduct the election.
25 CFR.§ 818,

STEP7

Election held; Election Board certifies results; BIA
official takes action to approve or disapprove adoption
[ of constitution; approval is forwarded 1o the Assistamt
Secretary; Assistant Secretary approves cONStrution.

See 25 CF.R. €6 81.15: 81.23; 81.24,

| Election Board sends voter registration request to all

eligible voters. Adult half-blood members for whom

the land has been acquired in trust shall be entitled to
vote in the elecion. 25 CFR. §§ 81.11; 81.6(b).
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